Contents

Presentations

Cristina Acidini 8
Simonetta Brandolini d’Adda 10
Niobe, an unexpected revelation 12

Antonio Natali

The Resurrection of Proserpine
and the Niobe Room under the Lorraine Dynasty 23
edited by Antonio Natali

The Niobe Room as a picture gallery 25
Ertore Spalletti

The decorations in the Niobe Room 55
Enrico Colle

The Rape of Proserpine or the Element Fire

by Giuseppe Andrea Grisoni for a series of the Elements:

from the cartoon for the tapestry woven

by Leonardo Bernini to the painting in the Uffizi 63

Lucia Meoni

The model, the cartoon and the tapestry depicting

the Rape of Proserpine or the Element Fire

Chronology 78
Documents 81
edited by Lucia Meoni

The Rape of Proserpine by Giuseppe Andrea Grisoni:
A history of the painting in the Gallerie Fiorentine 89
Gabriella Incerpi

The Rape of Proserpine by Giuseppe Andrea Grisoni

in the Gallerie Fiorentine

Chronology 100
Documents 102
edited by Gabriella Incérpi ’

Giuseppe Andrea Grisoni. Florence 1692-1769 107
Alessandra Griffo



The Restoration. Reflected stories

An introduction  Antonio Natali 119
The Story of the Rape of Proserpine  Muriel Vervat 121
The new stretcher and frame Antonio Casciani 141
The Niobe Room today: a question of mathod 145
Antonio Godoli

Plates 161
The Niobe Group in Rome and Florence:

From the Villa Medici Gardens to the Uffizi 193
edited by Antonella Romualdi

The original setting of the Niobid Group 195
Elena Diacciati

Niobe and her children in Florence: the history of a problem 207
Barbara Arbeid

The Niobids: completing the Group 217
Fabrizio Paolucci

Innocenzo Spinazzi’s Restoration of the Niobe Group 239
Roberta Roani

Statue di Firenze by Chiari and Vascellini:

the Niobids as calling cards 267
Gabriella Capecchi

A restoration and prospects for future studies 287
Antonella Romualdi

The restoration of the sculptures in the Niobe Room 309
Maura Masini

References 319
Bibliography edited by Federica Chezzi 320
Index edited by Gloria Fossi 332



